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Large freshman class H1N1
infects
arrives amid concerns 2 at
Record class size
will impact tuition
revenue, budgets,
living conditions

Xavier

By Meghan Berneking
News Editor

By Meghan Berneking
News Editor
The large influx of incoming
first-year students has aroused
both financial concerns and
fresh optimism for the future of
Xavier.
Rising enrollment means there
is greater financial pressure for
the upkeep of nearly all aspects
of university life, from Residence
Life to building maintenance to
student dining.
As more deposits came in for
first year and transfer students and
it began to appear that this year’s
enrollment would be much higher
than in previous years, requests
came into the Office of Financial
Administration from other offices in need of more resources,
said vice president for Financial
Administration Maribeth Amyot
For example, for each additional student that enrolls, more
money is automatically added to
the Health and Wellness budget.
Pressure on utilities, building use
and staffing longer building hours
also increases.
“We’re accounting for these
things to be able to preserve academic quality for students,” said
Amyot.

Newswire photo by Danielle Meiners

This year’s freshman class of 1,195 students—40 percent larger than last year’s—is the largest since 1946.

One of the departments that
required increased funding is the
Office of Financial Aid. In order to accommodate the financial
needs of more students, a greater
amount was budgeted for this
first-year class, although relatively
speaking, the amount allotted per
student was about the same as for
previous classes, said Director
of the Financial Aid Office Paul
Calme.
“We do separate freshman
funding from returning-student
funding, so we didn’t go into upper classes and take money out of
their financial aid budgets,” said
Calme.
Adjustments were made in

Continued on page 2
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Many freshmen have to live in converted three-person dorm rooms.

Many adjust to 3-person dorm life
By Sarah Wieten
Campus News Editor

With the increased freshman
class and static number of freshman dorms, the Department
of Residence Life and Physical
Plant have worked to solve initial
challenges in finding space and
maintaining residences for 1084
students, 90 percent of the freshman class, in housing originally
designed for about 800.
“When the numbers first came
to us, I [thought] this is going to
be a challenge,” said Residence
Life Director Lori Lambert.
On some floors of Brockman,
Husman and Kuhlman residence
halls, three students are living in
F
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rooms designed for two students
and four students will be living in
rooms that traditionally housed
three students.
Study Lounges, unused Jesuit
apartments and other little used
spaces have been converted into
additional housing in Brockman,
Kuhlman and Husman.
“It’s tight, I’m not going to
lie…it’s tight,” Lambert told the
Manresa Orientation Team.
In order to better fit additional
students in these rooms, Xavier
installed professionally made
lofts, ordered dressers with more
storage space and offered smaller
space maximizers to fit under the
lofted beds.
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Additionally, personnel have
been readied by the Office of
Residence Life for the increase in
roommate difficulties that are in
some ways inevitable in such close
quarters. This year’s Resident
Advisor’s training contained specific information on helping the
students to cope with living in
forced triples or quads.
In addition to increased RA support, two positions, the Roommate
Relations Coordinator, filled by
Cindy Lowman-Stievy, and the
Resident Hearing Coordinator,
filled by John Salazar, have been
created to handle additional issues. With an increased number
of students, Physical Plant also
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faces challenges. It is trying to “do
more with less” to help the new
students, said Associate Director
for Operations Mark Hanlon.
Although they have not seen an
increase in personnel or budget,
Physical Plant spent the summer
preparing for the larger incoming
class. In addition to preparing for
larger amounts of garbage and
more student calls for assistance,
Physical Plant is also working on
plans for an H1N1 outbreak.
Physical Plant was also responsible for an in-depth study of fire,
building and other codes and standards before the increased number
of students was allowed to move
into the dorms, said Hanlon.
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On Monday, Xavier University
was notified of two confirmed
cases of the H1N1 flu virus (commonly known as Swine Flu) on
campus.
“The two individuals first contacted the McGrath Health and
Wellness Center to report flu
symptoms the week of August 17.
Tests were done to determine if
they had the H1N1 virus, but the
results were not confirmed until
Sunday afternoon,” said Deb Del
Valle, Xavier’s Director of Public
Relations.
“The students were mildly ill
when tested and have been treated
with antiviral medication. They
remained in isolation until the
period of contagion passed, in
accordance with guidelines outlined by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. They are
now fully recovered or are recovering,” she said.
An e-mail was sent to faculty
and students regarding prevention and treatment techniques,
as well as information about the
disease and its symptoms. An announcement was also posted on
the MyXU portal.
As of Tuesday, the McGrath
Health and Wellness Center had
not confirmed any additional cases of H1N1.
One of the ill individuals,
whose name will not be released
due to privacy concerns, said that
his or her case was similar to having the regular flu virus. The
student was advised to go to the
Health and Wellness Center after
the student thought he or she may
have a fever.
The student had a mild case of
H1N1. “The hardest part about
it was the university’s response to
me possibly having H1N1. I was
kept in isolation, requested by the
Cincinnati Health Department,
until the results of my H1N1 culture were available. This took five
days to get back. It was extremely
difficult being in my room, with
little or no communication with
anyone for five days,” said the
student.
“We’re more than happy to have

Continued on page 2
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More Changes Set for Student Dining
By Andrew Chestnut
Managing Editor
The new school year brings
another round of changes to
food services that affect the Hoff
Marketplace, Ryan’s Eatery and
Pub and several other locations
on campus.
“We have set specific goals
and objectives based on campus
feedback and our operational experiences of the preceding year,”
said Ed Devoid, Senior Director
of Dining Service. Devoid leads
an almost completely new management team as Chartwells enters its second year as Xavier’s
food service provider.
Wellness and sustainability initiatives highlight changes at the
caf. Nutritional information is
now displayed for most items
served at the caf according to
specific portion sizes.
“The Xavier community has
expressed interests in healthier
options as well as nutritional labeling on all products,” Devoid
said.
Caf patrons will also be able
to lease, for a five dollar deposit,
the right to use an eco-friendly,
reusable take-out container. Used
containers can be swapped for
clean containers each time a student revisits the caf for take-out.
Additionally, Xavier also introduced four new meal plan options
for commuter students and apartment residents, starting at $360.
The Hoff Marketplace will
also feature a new area in the
upstairs Concourse of Cintas

Large
Freshman
Class
Arrives Amid
Concerns
Continued from page 1

grant and scholarship areas particularly. “We continue to award
them knowing the investment,”
Calme said. “We may be over
budget in those areas, but then
there will be more students bringing in money,” he said.
Given the current economic
environment, some families are
struggling more than others to
pay for a Xavier education. This
prompted a $2 million budget increase for financial aid.
Calme attributes the enrollment
of almost 1,200 new students as a
combination of financial aid and
the admissions staff, as the two offices work in collaboration. More
importantly, however, was seeing
what Xavier had to offer, he said.
“There’s fierce competition
among colleges with financial aid
packages, so the school has to be
a good match,” he said.
An exact amount as to how
much it will cost the university to
educate, board and feed the large
first year class is still unknown and
will be available after this academic year.
Whether or not the increased
enrollment will affect future tuition costs remains to be seen. A
tuition recommendation will be

Newswire photo by Danielle Meiners

The Space, located in the Alter Hall atrium is one of the many additions and changes Chartwells is making to student
dining. Unlike Outtakes, The Space will not be student operated.

Center, called Club X. According
to a promotional flyer released by
Dining Services, Club X will feature a rotating menu of made-toorder food.
Wellness initiatives also informed the opening of Fresh
Fusions, a salad bar station opened
in the space formerly occupied by
Ryan’s Express.
Devoid said Fresh Fusions
is “a concept geared towards
fresh, made-to-order meals. Fresh
Fusions will change with the seasons. We are beginning the year
with The Art of Fabulous Salads
and will introduce stir-fries and
pastas later in the year.”
Chartwells is also premiering
a location called “The Space,” a
new lunch option in Alter Hall
outside of Kelley Auditorium.
released in December.
Last fall, enrollment fell short
of what had been planned in the
university’s budget, leading to a
mid-year budget reduction.
“The 2008-09 academic year
enrollment was lower than budgeted at both undergraduate and
graduate levels. To offset the
reduced revenues, the university
made one-time budget reductions
in the fall of 2009. These budget
reductions were restored for the
2009 academic year,” Amyot said.
“When making the budget
for this year, we made realistic
estimates and goals,” she said.
“We’re in a good place now since
last year we set the stage by being
conservative.”
Upon realizing that last year’s
enrollment fell short, recruitment was approached differently
this year adding recruitment in
Denver, Boston and Chicago particularly, as well as making enrollment a focus in the university’s

The Space, which will be open
from 10:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on
weekdays, serves pre-packaged
salads and sandwiches, along with
chips, snacks and bottled drinks—
similar to the menu at Outtakes
Quick Cuisine in Hailstones Hall.
A program called Xtra Choice
Meal Xchange will also allow students with meal plans to use these
plans, as well as dining dollars,
at Ryan’s Eatery and Pub, Fresh
Fusions and The Space in addition to the Hoff Marketplace.
The program will be in effect
during lunch hours at The Space
and dinner hours at Ryan’s Eatery
and Pub and Fresh Fusion.
Giving students more options
to use their meal plans is the main
way that Chartwells is accommodating the 40 percent increase in
marketing. Recruitment was also
concentrated towards students
who would benefit from the university experience Xavier has to
offer, said Amyot.
Increased enrollment may add
to the university’s costs, but it also
means more revenue is coming in
from tuition and fees.
The increased revenue now
indicates the future growth of
Xavier, said Amyot, who believes
that the net revenue will be positive in the long term. “We always
want to be financially stronger,”
she said.
Areas of the university that
have been underfunded in the
past should see increased funding
in the long term.
“The Hoff Academic Quad
will increase expenses, but we’ll
have more room for students. So
if there’s a positive benefit, it will
go to the betterment of the university,” she said.
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Members of the Manresa Move Crew had to offer two move-in days to
accommodate the large numbers of freshmen.

the size of the freshmen class.
“No matter where a student is
on campus, a great meal is never
more than a few steps away,”
Devoid said.
Devoid added that Chartwells
has increased seating capacity at
Ryan’s Eatery and Pub and the
Hoff Marketplace by opening up
the Gallagher Student Center atrium and Club X for seating.

Ryan’s Eatery and Pub underwent a number of significant
changes as well, the most notable
of which is the new service style.
Customers will now place their
order at the cashier and wait at a
table until a member of the wait
staff brings it to them; tipping will
no longer be necessary. Also, softdrinks and iced tea are self-service. Devoid said the reason for
this change was to improve the
speed of service, which was the
foremost feature patrons said they
wished to be improved last year.
Although food prices remain
unchanged, patrons might find it
more expensive to drink as one
dollar Pabst Blue Ribbons are no
longer available.
“Our commitment [to providing a positive, relaxing atmosphere] includes the promotion
of responsible drinking habits. In
efforts to prevent and discourage
binge drinking on campus we will
no longer be offering one-dollar
beer or other alcoholic drink promotions,” Devoid said.
Currently, the cheapest drinks
available at Ryan’s are $3 16-ounce
Bud Lights.

Newswire photo by Danielle Meiners

Patrons of the Hoff Marketplace will benefit from new eco-friendly practices
as part of new wellness and sustainability initiatives implemented by Dining
Services. Also new to the caf will be Club X, located in the upstairs concourse.

H1N1 Infects 2
at Xavier
Continued from page 1

students come in and get screened
if they are having symptoms,”
said Mary Rosenfeldt, a nurse at
McGrath. “We especially encourage students who are high risk
or have any chronic illness to get
screened,” she said.
Beginning September 12, the
McGrath Center will extend its
hours. It will remain open until 6 p.m. on weekdays and from
8:30 a.m. to noon on Saturdays.
Extended physician hours will
also be offered, with an increased
nursing staff to match.
These extended hours are unrelated to the recent H1N1 outbreak and were planned prior to
the confirmation of any cases on
campus.
Dr. Jennifer Robbins, a biology professor who specializes in
immunology, explained that the
since the flu virus infects humans
as well as animals, it has many opportunities to recombine its genome and produce new strains.

“The current concern regards
an H1N1 virus. This isn’t uncommon—H1N1 viruses have arisen
many times and spread from place
to place. Last year’s vaccine even
contained a version of an ‘H1N1like’ virus. However this H1N1
flu has some mutations from
H1N1 viruses in the recent past,
which is why it’s being called ‘novel H1N1 flu’ or ‘2009 H1N1 flu,’”
said Robbins.
“This doesn’t necessarily mean
it’s more dangerous than the influenza that spreads around the US
and infects tens of millions every
year,” Robbins said. There is fear,
however, that this virus will infect
more people since there is not
widespread immunity or the virus
will mutate due to the misuse of
anti-influenza drugs, she said.
Robbins added that a vaccine is
currently in safety testing and will
likely be released in the fall.
More information on the
H1N1 flu can be found at the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention website.
Meghan Berneking, News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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Police
Notes of
the SummeR
May 2, 8:25 p.m. – Campus
Police cited a student who removed a boot (a wheel immobilizer) from a vehicle parked in
violation in the Village lot.
May 3, 9:17 p.m. – A student reported he or she was assaulted and his or her cell phone
was taken as the student walked
across Victory Parkway from
the Gallagher lot to O’Connor
Sports Center.
May 9, 12:25 a.m. – Campus
Police assisted the Cincinnati
Police and Fire Department with
an automobile accident on the
1000 block of Dana Ave. The
vehicle crashed into a retaining
wall, and the driver was arrested
with a DUI.
May 11, 4:02 p.m. – A student reported the theft of his or
her bicycle which was locked on
a bike rack in front of Gallagher
Student Center.
May 20, 5:12 p.m. – Campus
Police and the Cincinnati Fire
Department responded to
a small fire at the Learning
Commons construction site.
The fire was started when sparks
from a welding machine dropped
onto a burlap sheet. The fire was
extinguished and no one was
injured.

May 22, 11:29 p.m. – Campus
Police assisted Cincinnati Police
in the arrest of a suspect breaking into students’ cars parked in
the rear of their house on the
1400 block of Dana Ave. Students
chased the suspect to the South
lot where officers apprehended
the suspect in the woods.
May 27, 9:00 p.m. – Campus
Police assisted Cincinnati Police
with a domestic-related shooting
off-campus that occurred on the
1500 block of Dana Ave. The victim, a non-student, suffered serious gunshot wounds. The suspect
was arrested.
June 6, 9:49 p.m. – A non-student was arrested for disorderly
conduct in Cintas Center during
a high school commencement
ceremony.
June 23, 9:58 a.m. – Two employees reported laptop computers stolen from their locked offices in Hailstones Hall.
July 6, 8:20 p.m. – Two nonstudents soliciting magazine subscriptions in the Village were issued trespassing warnings and
asked not to return to campus.
July 8, 7:54 p.m. – Campus
Police and Cincinnati Fire and

Rescue responded to a call from
the O’Connor Sports Center lot
concerning a non-student passed
out in a motor vehicle with a hypodermic needle stuck in his or
her arm. The non-student, suffering from a heroin overdose,
was revived by medics and transported to the hospital. Criminal
charges will be filed by Campus
Police.
July 13, 7:02 p.m. – Campus
Police and the Cincinnati Fire
Department responded to a
fire alarm in Brockman Hall.
Investigation revealed that food
cooking in the second floor common area activated the smoke
alarm. The system was reset.
July 14, 9:19 p.m. – While
investigating a fire alarm in
Brockman Hall, Campus Police
happened upon a student in possession of marijuana and drug
paraphernalia. The student was
cited for the violation.
July 18, 3:04 a.m. – A Xavier
alumnus found passed out in a
motor vehicle in the C-1 lot was
arrested for disorderly conduct
and obstructing official business and was cited with a minor
misdemeanor for possession of
marijuana.
July 19, 12:57 a.m. – Campus
Police and Residence Life investigated a loud party in Buenger
Hall. A large amount of alcohol
was confiscated, and two students and one non-student were
cited for underage consumption
and possession of fake IDs.
July 21, 7:58 a.m. – An intern
staying on campus over the sum-

Red Cross Tops it Off
By mONICA lACO
Asst. Campus News Editor

The
Cincinnati-area
Red
Cross completed phase one of
its new Headquarters/Disaster
Operations
Center,
located
on Dana Avenue, on Tuesday
morning.
To celebrate, the Red Cross
held a “Topping Off ” ceremony at
10 a.m., where the final beam was
placed to complete the building’s
basic structure. Before the beam
was raised, everyone in attendance
was invited to sign it.

Brian Keating, chair of the
Board of Directors, spoke about
both the importance of volunteers to the Red Cross and how
the new center will benefit the
community.
The “state-of-the-art technology,” Keating said, will enable the
Red Cross to improve response
time.
Sarah Peller, CEO of the
Cincinnati-area Red Cross, talked
about the importance of the organization in the community. “The
Red Cross has been serving the
Cincinnati area for the past 100

photo courtesy Cincinnati Red Cross

Xavier student and Cincinnati Red Cross Communication and Marketing Intern,
Michelle Rosmarin, signs the last beam.

years,” said Peller, “and this new
face will help us serve the community for the next 100 years.”
Dan Neyer, president of Neyer
Properties, a development company working with the Red Cross
on this project, also said a few
words before the beam was finally
raised.
“This is exciting for the Xavier
community,” said Red Cross
Communication and Marketing
Intern and Xavier senior Michelle
Rosmarin. The new center “is in
an awesome location for Xavier
students to volunteer and find
possible internships and jobs. It
is so close you can walk there,”
Rosmarin said.
The new Disaster Operations
Center is making strides to be
environmentally friendly. So
far, the building has met the requirements to receive a Silver
LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) status from the U.S. Green Building
Council.
The center is located at 2111
Dana Ave., near I-71. It is scheduled to be finished in the spring
of 2010.
The Cincinnati-area Red Cross
serves twenty-five counties in
Cincinnati, Northern Kentucky
and Indiana and responds to over
700 disasters a year.

mer reported the attempted theft
of his or her motor vehicle parked
in the Village lot over night.
July 21, 1:48 p.m. – Campus
Police and the Norwood Fire
Department responded to a gas
main leak in the Xavier Square
construction area. Investigation
revealed that a contractor was digging ruptured the gas line. Duke
Energy responded and repaired
the line.
July 30, 11:10 a.m. – Three
guests at O’Connor Sports Center
reported the theft of wallets and/
or cash from their personal lockers in the locker rooms. No suspects were found.
August 9, 10:10 p.m. – Campus
Police assisted the Norwood
Police Department in apprehending a robbery suspect armed with
a handgun on the 1700 block of
Cleneay Ave. The suspect was
wanted for robbing the UDF on
Montgomery and Mentor.
August 21, 2:40 a.m. – A
freshman student observed struggling to get into the entrance of
Brockman Hall was cited for underage consumption six hours after Manresa move-in.
August 22, 11:24 p.m. –
Campus Police and Cincinnati
Police responded to a report of
three students robbed on the front
porch of their residence on the
1600 block of Brewster Ave. Two
of the four suspects were armed
with handguns. A search of the
area was conducted to no avail.
The Cincinnati Police Department
is currently investigating the incident. If you have any information
that may lead to the apprehension
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of these suspects, please contact
the Cincinnati or Xavier Police
Departments. Xavier Police reminds all students to be aware
of their surroundings and report
any suspicious person or incident by calling: on-campus, 7451000 or off-campus, 911.
August 23, 4:37 p.m. –
Campus Police, Residence Life
and Cincinnati Police discovered
a freshman Manresa student
smoking marijuana in his or her
room while they were investigating a fire alarm in Brockman
Hall. The student was cited.
August 23, 10:33 p.m. –
Campus Police cited an intoxicated freshman student who was
having trouble standing up at the
Manresa dance. The student was
released to Residence Life.
August 24, 9:28 a.m. –
Campus Police investigated a
report of a large house party
Sunday night on the 800 block
of Hutchins Ave. Garbage was
left all over the students’ yard as
well as the neighbor’s yard. The
Dean of Students was notified.

Note of the

SUMMER
June 16, 4:30 p.m. –
Campus Police and Residence
Life investigated a report of
a pit bull living in a room
in Buenger Hall. The dog
was confiscated by Campus
Police and held for the owner
to claim. When the owner
never came forward, Campus
Police released the dog to a
good home.

In Memorium: William J. Williams
Newswire Staff Report

Cincinnati businessman William
J. Williams died at the age of 93
on August 23. Williams served on
Xavier’s Board of Trustees.
The Williams College of
Business was built because
of a gift from the Williams
Foundation—named after his father, Charles F. Williams, and his
uncle, William John Williams and
Western & Southern Financial
Group foundation.

During Williams’ time at
Western & Southern as chief
executive office and chairman,
Williams expanded the insurance
and financial service firms to be a
leading firm in the country.
Western & Southern was
founded in 1888 by William’s father and uncle.
In addition, Williams’ North
American Management and
Development Company was responsible for commercial development throughout Cincinnati.

photo courtesy Western and Southern Financial Group
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Campus construction updates

By MEGHAN Berneking
News Editor

With the construction on the
James E. Hoff, S.J., Academic
Quadrangle on schedule and under budget, Xavier University has
plans to further update and expand campus by knocking down
Alter Hall to build another classroom building as well as a new
residence hall.
Construction costs are not
finalized for either project, but
the new classroom building will
cost about $17 million and will be
paid for with bonds, donations
and with money budgeted but
not used for the Academic Quad
construction. Furthermore, plans
to renovate Schott Hall and the

library were scaled back in order
to provide more funds for the rebuilding of Alter.
Original plans called for the
remodeling of Alter, but it was
determined that it would be
more economical in the long run
to build a new classroom building rather than remodeling the
building at a great cost, according to Xavier’s Director of Public
Relations Deb Del Valle.
Plans currently call for Alter to
close in August 2010 after summer classes. Construction will
take approximately two years. In
the interim, classes will be held in
other buildings, including the new
Williams College of Business and
Conaton Learning Commons.
Plans for the new building are

not finalized, but it will be more
flexible and will have greater
technological capabilities, said
Del Valle.
The new residence hall will be
located at the corner of Herald
and Ledgewood Avenues, the
current location of Xavierowned houses, including Peace
and Justice and Campus Ministry.
Plans call for the residence hall to
open in Fall 2011.
The new building will have
300 beds and will allow more students to live on campus, although
there are no set plans regarding
the style and layout of the rooms.
The new building may also contain a new cafeteria, Del Valle
said.

photo courtesy Danielle Meiners
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New Professor Profile: Dr. Ravi Chinta
By John Schroeck
Staff Writer

I was later accepted into IITM
and IIMC after I graduated. I then
passed the GMAT, receiving a full
scholarship for my Ph.D. in the
US. The point of this story is that
there is always a silver lining to
any dark cloud. God is mysterious
in the way he/she works; nothing is a failure and everything is a
building block to something else.
As the mystery unravels, life just
happens.

Dr.
Ravi
Chinta,
an
Associate Professor in the
Department of Management and
Entrepreneurship, is a newcomer
to the Xavier community. Here,
he shares with us some of his
past experiences, interests and
aspirations.
Xavier Newswire: What degrees do
you have?
Chinta: I have a Bachelor’s
of Technology in Chemical
Engineering from the Indian
Institute of Technology, Madras
(IITM); M.B.A. in Marketing
from the Indian Institute of
Management, Calcutta (IIMC); and
a Ph.D. in Strategic Management
from Katz Graduate School of
Business at the University of
Pittsburgh.

Management
and
Entrepreneurship courses to MBA
students.
XN: What are your origins?
Chinta: I was born in India,
where I spent the first 25 years
of my life. In 1981, I moved to
the U.S. to pursue my Ph.D. at the
University of Pittsburgh. In 1992,
I relinquished my Indian citizenship in order to become a U.S.
citizen.

XN: What classes do you teach?
Chinta: I teach Strategy,

XN: Could you tell us any interesting stories regarding your background?

Chinta: I am really quite an
ordinary person with an extraordinary amount of luck. All of my
schooling, from Kindergarten to
my Ph.D. was free of cost.
In fifth grade, I received a merit scholarship to get into a military
school, grooming future commissioned officers for the Indian
Armed Forces.
Upon graduation from that
school, I was immediately recruited for military training. However,
I fatefully failed the entrance medical examination and was deemed
unfit for military service. I was
overcome with disappointment.

XN: Have you noticed anything
unique about Xavier as a university?
Chinta: It is private, growing,
has a great reputation locally, religious in name, but secular in practice, highly-collegial, not political
and is spreading like an octopus
with tentacles (e.g. off-site locations for MBA programs).

XN: Did you teach at any other
universities prior to Xavier?
Chinta: I taught at Louisiana
State University from 19851988; at American University of
Sharjah, near Dubai, from 20042006; and at Penn State University

from 2007-08.

XN: What would you be doing if
you weren’t teaching?
Chinta: I would join the Peace
Corps to see the world, and give
back to others. I currently support
two non-profit organizations in
India.

XN: What do you enjoy doing in
your free time?
Chinta: Reading, watching PBS
and movies, playing tennis, and
running on the treadmill.
XN: What advice would you give to
your students?
Chinta: Focus on the process
and not the outcomes. Work hard
and make learning a life-long
process.
Have a positive and upbeat attitude always, even in times of
failure.
Don’t worry about things that
you cannot control, and channel
all your energies on what you can
control. The rest just happens.
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Classified

LARGE Efficiencies, 1-, 2-, 3-Bedrooms in HYDE PARK for rent
in excellent condition. New appliances including dishwashers,
A/C. HEAT and WATER paid. Balcony, pool use, 2-3 minutes
from XU. New kitchens and bathrooms. Laundry, off-street/
parking. Starting at $550 per month.
Call us at (513) 477.2920.

For classified orders and information, please call Nathan Sergio at
513-745-3561 or email him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu
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EDITORIAL | Think Fast

Dear administration,
Even a cursory glance at this week’s Newswire would register the
fact that this campus is overwhelmed with the influx of 400 more
freshmen than usual. We’re worried about how it’s going to affect
us—morally, spiritually and intellectually. Especially intellectually.
We want our small classes and we want our professors’ personalized attention. We want our tutoring and great advising. We don’t
want our advisors staggering under the weight of all their advising.
We also want you to know that if any of this is threatened, we
expect you to act now. If professors are overwhelmed with class sizes
or advisees, don’t talk about it in committee for six months. Hire
new professors. If the demand for tutors surpasses the Learning
Assistance Center’s capabilities, hire more tutors.
Please don’t make us wait any longer than is absolutely necessary
for the quality we’ve come to expect. Don’t let our GPAs suffer while
you dither over whether you should help the current tuition-paying
students rather than save for some class miles down the road.
We’re the ones who are here right now, paying tuition now, investing in this place for an education that will propel us through the rest
of our lives. Don’t let us down.
Sincerely,
Newswire

EDITORIAL | H1N1

Be prepared, not paranoid.

When the Black Death ravaged the inhabitants of Europe, those
who had not yet perished fell out of community with each other (at
best) or burned those neighbors who they believed to spread the
plague (at worst).
H1N1 is no Bubonic Plague, nor are such phobic measures helpful to prevent infection. Ignorance and superstitions fueled the
fervor which consumed most of Europe, making education and
awareness our most useful tools today in preventing disease.
Tips for maintaining good hygiene, the best defense against any
infection, are readily available from such sources as the McGrath
Heath and Wellness Center, Xavier’s website and from the Center
for Disease Control’s website (cdc.gov). Campus wide alerts, such
as the one issued on Monday (Aug. 24), are essential in averting a
pandemic spread of the virus, and Xavier’s Administration should
continue to issue frank and informative alerts on a regular basis.
Recognize certain conditions which may increase your risk for
contracting an illness. Students living in forced triples and dorms
with high occupancy should be conscious of maintaining good
health; that is, rummage through the cafeteria selections for healthy
choices, get a good night’s rest, reduce stress from homework or extra-curricular activities and frequently wash your hands and objects
you regularly use.
Of course, if you become sick you should sequester yourself to
your room and call a doctor. Healthy individuals, however, should
not become intimidated from public interaction. Fear cannot dominate, so students and faculty should pressure the university to maintain classes and activities for as long as prudence allows.
In the meantime, students may want to stock up on hand sanitizer, disinfectant, vitamins and, in case of infection, medicine. Make
use of the hand sanitizer stations around campus, and, should our
Catholic university break taboo by offering preventative devices to
students (facemasks, for example), be sure to grab some as well.
On the Web: www.xavier.edu/newswire
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly
throughout the school year, except during vacation
and final exams, by the students of Xavier University,
3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 452072129.
The Editorials are written by a different staff
member each week and do not necessarily reflect the
sentiments of the entire staff. They are also not the
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials
editor to write.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student
body, faculty or administration of Xavier. The

statements and opinions of a columnist do not
necessarily reflect those of editors or general staff.
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per
semester within the USA and are prorated.
Subscription inquiries should be directed to
Kathryn Rosenbaum, 513-745-3607.
Advertising inquiries should be directed to
Ellie Jaqueth, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed
on campus, is free per person per week. Additional
copies are 25 cents.
Xavier University is an academic community
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.

Xavier experience
remains unchanged
By Darren LaCour
Editorial Columnist

Welcome to the new Xavier
University!
If you’re a freshman, this
place isn’t the same one you
visited during your senior year
of high school.
And if you’ve already spent
at least a semester at Xavier,
it sure won’t be the place you
remember.
Those of us who have been
here saw the signs of change
coming last year in the form
of stagnant construction areas,
a university-wide hiring freeze
and the resulting dearth of faculty members.
But even that situation has
changed.
For instance, the once-flattened stretches of land that
promised to be home to our
new expensive additions now
show some promise as the
shells of impressive buildings
loom over the campus.
Of course, the real game
changer, my dear freshmen, is
you.
There are 1,195 of you enrolled here for the fall semester.
That’s about 400 more than
usual and over 200 more than
what the Office of Admissions
planned.
Rest assured, the fact that
most of you have two roommates instead of one is quite unprecedented and not something
you could have seen coming.

Quite frankly, I had a hard time
making do with the space in my
Brockman dorm room freshman
year with only one roommate,
so I don’t know how Residence
Life thinks three people can live
in that space together.
Though the administration
has played this influx of enrollment down as something of a
fluke, given our strapped-forcash experience last semester, I
can’t see how this isn’t a ploy to
make a quick buck.
That said, dear freshmen, your
millions of tuition dollars may
help relieve the hiring freeze.
I’m also hoping the university
sees you for more than just the
revenue you’re bringing, but I’m
just a student and can’t make
promises for the institution.
Sadly, if the administration
had just kept all the professors
it let go last year, the student
to faculty ratio would probably have stayed a lot closer
to the figures the university
advertises.
On the flip side, the Registrar
seems to have done a good job of
creating more sections of classes
rather than enlarging the class
capacity. Still, don’t be surprised
if those core classes you’ve put
off are a lot more packed than
you were expecting.
This year is going to be an exciting one.
I can’t wait to see how everyone is going to fit in the cafeteria. The library is going to be so
packed that the third floor won’t

even be a quiet zone. Gallagher
will sound more like a concert
hall. And, come springtime,
you won’t even be able to see
the grass on the greenspace,
which will be covered with
pale bodies prepping a tan for
an all-too-early spring break.
For a small university like
Xavier, 400 extra people is a
lot. It’s a change all of us will
notice.
Though it was barely feasible before, now I’m convinced
that it will be impossible to
graduate knowing everyone in
your class. On the bright side,
it also should be a lot easier to
avoid awkward morning-after
encounters.
Here’s the bottom line:
Xavier is going to be crammed,
and we have many reasons to
whine about it. But don’t let
the whining convince you that
the Xavier experience is now
lessened.
No matter what the
Admission pamphlets say, the
small class sizes aren’t what
makes Xavier great. The individual attention, though wonderful, isn’t it. Being able to
walk around in your Brockman
dorm room isn’t why I came
back here.
It’s the people. And heck,
now we have 400 extra people
to make it that much more
awesome.
Let’s
just
hope
the
Admissions Office didn’t drop
its standards too much.
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Did you do anything exciting this summer?

By Andrew Chestnut
Managing Editor

Class of ‘10

“I worked in Dr.
Dennis Drotar’s
research lab.”

Kristen Gunn

Class of ‘11

“I went kayaking
for the first time
this summer.”

Danny Miller

Class of ‘13

“I played ultimate
frisbee.”

Erin Boeckman

Class of ‘12

“I went to Hilton
Head and saw
Cirque du Soleil.”

William Carroll

Class of ‘10

“I went to El
Salvador and did
tons of awesome
things.”

photos by Amy Windhorst

Taren Finch

Class of ‘13

“I went to
Michigan. . . and
had fun.”

The numbers game
By Brandon McClain
Editorial Columnist

Here we go again: a new year,
new classes and new faces. To
be technically accurate, there
are 1,195 new faces. That’s a big
number, but we’re excited for
every new student on this great
campus.
Manresa is over (and I’m sure
songs are still stuck in everyone’s
head) and now is the time to get
back into work mode. With that
comes lots of different duties
and responsibilities that stretch
across a variety of interests and
groups as well as some fascinating facts and figures that you
may not be aware of.
First and foremost, with almost 1,200 new students, housing went through a few necessary and important changes.
The most interesting figure
was that there are 598 people
living in Kuhlman this year.
You may have already seen
a few shirts that have the number 598 on them. Now you
know exactly what that means.
At the very least, there will be
that many more best friends
on campus for the next few
years.
Based on the number 598,
I made a few predictions
based on trends, guesses and
assumptions.
For example, with the 598
students, there will be roughly 2,000 pizza deliveries to
Kuhlman this year. I came to
this conclusion quite simply I
rounded up to 600, multiplied
by four deliveries per person to
give me 2,400, then subtracted
400 since not everyone will order pizza.
Kudos to anyone who actu-

ally tracks the number and gives
me an accurate total at the end
of the year.
Here are a few more things
to think about when considering numbers:
•The total number of X waffles that will be made, admired
and then hastily consumed.
•The average percent increase
in club memberships, which will
require new meeting places and
subsequently. . .
•The increase in revenue that
University Tees will make this
year from club shirts.
•Total gallons of coffee purchased from Coffee
Emporium.
•The number of buffalo
chicken wraps consumed.
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•The total number of new
cats seen around campus,
which added with the coffee
leads to. . .
•The total number of injuries received while chasing said
cats.
There are plenty of numbers
to think about, but we need to
remember that with this large
influx, things are going to be
a little tight, but we’ll all still
manage to enjoy the year.
It is a big number, but I’m
confident that each one of you
brings something unique to this
campus and you’ll be more than
part of a record number.
With that, welcome to Xavier.
Enjoy every day of it.

This year’s influx of 1,195
freshmen, around 40 percent more
than last year’s class, will impact
Xavier in a number of ways. The
more obvious outcomes—like
insufficient club funding, laptops
and sand volleyball court space—
will be well documented by this
paper, so I want to draw some attention to the less-obvious, longterm ways the stacked class of
2013 might affect the school.
The most dramatic aspect of
this story is the fact that many
freshmen will have to live threeper-room in Brockman, Kuhlman
and Husman. While the changes
to individual rooming costs and
overall revenue to the school are
apparent, let’s consider two ways
that triples will impact the freshman social scene.
First, it is reasonable to suspect
that alcohol, noise and vandalism
violations will take a sharp increase (per resident) in the months
to come. Having up to 50 percent
more people packed into these
buildings—and the increased interaction and diminished quiet
studying area available—are two
factors that could lead to more
write-ups (except for the people
who have to live with their RAs).
Secondly, having two roommates means having twice as many
people you have to get along with.
Will roommate disagreements
spike because it’s harder to decide
what to watch on TV, or when to
go to sleep?
And for that matter, having
two other roommates could put
a serious cramp on other, ahem,
more late-night social interactions.
I’m neither condoning nor condemning hook-up culture in this
column, but I am suggesting it
may not be as prevalent in forced
triples. Simply put, getting the
room to yourself will be harder to
do with two roommates.
But back to the issue of fewer
study areas. Having two roommates could make it, for many
people, impossible to read or study

in one’s own room. And with the
library and Gallagher expected to
be frequented significantly more
often, it might be hard for freshmen, not to mention everyone
else, to find somewhere to study.
It will be interesting to see the
class of ‘13’s GPA figures when
compared to previous years’ classes, but I wouldn’t be surprised to
see it trend downward, possibly
along with upper-classes’ GPAs
as well. Which of course begs
the question, will Xavier students
find it incrementally harder to find
jobs or get into graduate schools
with lower GPAs?
Moreover,
tightly-cramped
three-person rooms could make
residents feel less welcome here.
One of Xavier’s often over-looked
selling points in the past is the fact
that our dorm rooms are relatively
larger compared to those at other
schools. But with more people,
and less space, this won’t be the
case. The point is, the university
should pay close attention to our
traditionally high freshman retention rate.
Moving to the long term, how
will this population boom impact
Xavier in the three years following this one? Greatly, to be sure,
but the factor that continues to
strike me is housing. The class of
‘13 will be as eager as any to move
off campus as juniors and seniors,
and perhaps quite a bit more eager
next year after living like sardines
in the dorms.
The demand for off-campus
housing is going to skyrocket
starting next year, but the supply
is mostly fixed—there is a limited
number of houses near Xavier
that students can rent. And any
economics professor would tell
you that can only mean one thing:
higher prices for everyone, upperclassmen included.
My advice to anyone seeking
affordable off-campus housing
next year: sign a lease as soon as
possible and lock in a rate before
landlords realize this is going on
and spike prices.
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for Muskie women

By Ken Burton

Staff Writer
The 2009-10 Xavier men’s soccer season is officially upon us.
Fifth-year head coach Dave
Schureck has assembled a talented
team that includes seven new faces
on the field and one new assistant
coach, Michael Horejs.
Horejs, a 2007 Xavier graduate,
played under the Schureck staff
through the 2003-2005 seasons.
In addition to his ability to spot
top local talent, coach Schureck
also points out that “as an alumnus, Mike knows first-hand what
it takes to play and be successful here as a student-athlete at
Xavier.”
Horejs’ familiarity with the
program has already paid dividends. Being hired on the last day
of June, Horejs was able to hit
the ground running and help the
team prepare for the Musketeers’
first two exhibitions less than two
months after his arrival.
Those exhibitions were put in
place, according to Schureck, to
allow the staff to see which players’ practice skills would translate to the game while also giving
the young players a look at game
speed.
The greatest concern will be
team chemistry. Injuries last year
hampered efforts to improve onfield chemistry, but proved that
when healthy Xavier could contend with, and beat, some of the
top teams in the country.
With a healthy squad, a developing chemistry among the teammates and two exhibition matches
already in the books, Schureck,
Horejs and company hope to be
clicking on all cylinders by the
start of the regular season next
week against Radford.
In a recent sit-down with the
coach, Schureck acknowledged
the team’s poor performance last
year, but seems optimistic with
the start of the new season.
“Last year obviously wasn’t a
great year for us. We need to have
a lot of improvement in a lot of
different areas,” Schureck said.
Those areas of improvement
begin on the offensive side of the

-

By Jocelyn taylor
Staff Writer

Newswire photo by Dani Meiners

Junior midfielder Andy Dimbi led Xavier with three goals in 2008, and
returns to lead a more mature Musketeer squad.

ball, where the Musketeers managed just 12 goals on eight assists
last year.
Junior Andy Dimbi and senior Ricky Sutherland accounted
for half of the goals scored for
the Musketeers last year—three
each—and will again be asked to
spearhead the offensive attack.
Sutherland has what coach
Schureck calls “electric, gamechanging speed” that the team
will look to take advantage of
when an offensive spark is needed. Schureck also claims Dimbi is
probably the most creative player
with the ball.
“He can score anywhere
and sees others players and can
set them up,” Schureck said of
Dimbi.
The third leader on the field will
undoubtedly be returning starter
and team anchor, Jake Vollmer.
“We’re no doubt looking for
Jake Vollmer, our captain, to be
the rock for us. In the back, in the
mid-field, wherever we put him,
he’s going to have to do a lot for

S p o r t s

us,” said Schureck.
Even with three leaders and
a handful of talented incoming
players, Xavier will be tested early
and often by the rigors that come
with scheduling some of the best
teams in the country.
Schureck explained the reasoning behind throwing the team into
the fire by saying his philosophy is
to play the best teams possible.
The head coach is more concerned with having a battle-tested,
conference-ready team by the
time A-10 play begins in early
October.
“What we’re really looking for
in all our non-conference games
is to establish a system and set a
tone for how we want to play for
the entire season,” Schureck said.
Schureck’s “attractive brand of
soccer where the ball is constantly
moving and the team is constantly
moving and is fast paced” will
be on display for the first time in
Cincinnati at 4 p.m. on Wednesday,
Sept. 1 at the Xavier University
Soccer Complex.

o p i n i o n

Amid some glory days for
Xavier athletics in high-profile
sports like basketball, volleyball
and baseball, the Xavier women’s
soccer team has hit a rough patch
in recent seasons.
The team has recorded two
consecutive losing seasons, including a 2008 campaign that saw
them come up victorious on only
one occasion.
The Musketeers have been set
back by a slew of injuries in recent years, leading to their bleak
outlook.
“Last season was disappointing
due in part to a number of untimely injuries to some key players,” head coach Alvin Alexander
said.
Yet with eight incoming highly
touted freshmen players—most
notably goalkeeper Jennifer Perri,
a preseason Atlantic 10 All-Rookie
selection—Alexander is confident
that the team can make a run in
the A-10.
“I feel with good health and a
positive start, we’re within a heartbeat away from competing for
the Atlantic 10 Championship,”
Alexander said.
Although Alexander remained
positive on the growth of his team,
reality set in with another seasonopening loss to the University of
Toledo on Aug. 22.
The Rockets began their assault
on the Musketeers early, scoring
two goals within the first five minutes of the game.
Xavier was able to respond
with a goal from junior Carly
Wenzel off an assist by senior
Brittany Green at the 23:44 mark,
but the Rockets came right back
with a goal of their own to give
them a 3-1 advantage at the end
of the first period.
The Rockets padded their
lead with another score, and held
Xavier scoreless in the second period for the 4-1 victory.
Although the loss was not
promising, this is the third year

Photo courtesy of goxavier.com

Sophomore Jessica Brooks

in a row that the team has started
the season on the road and they
were competing against the three
time defending Mid-American
Conference Champions.
Even though the Musketeers
failed to get a win, this game
showcased the talent of Perri,
who made seven saves while starting over senior Kelly Farrell and
playing all of the first period and
most of the second before giving
way to Farrell.
Alexander also started freshmen Kelsey Phillips, Brett Sweeney
and Alayna Washington.
The youth—and absence of
returning leading scorer Jessica
Brooks—may have contributed
to the Musketeers looking out
of sorts for most of the afternoon, getting outshot 30-5 by the
Rockets.
Only three Musketeers seniors saw game action, limiting
the amount of veteran leadership
needed to shepherd the freshmen from high school to college
competition.
The Xavier youngsters will have
another chance to get their feet
wet on Saturday, Aug. 29, when
they travel to Harrisonburg, Va. to
take on James Madison University
in the Comfort Inn Tournament.

-

Mack steadies the ship in recruiting waters
By Doug TIFFT
Sports Editor

Maybe we can put Armageddon
off for a few years.
In the days and weeks following men’s basketball coach Sean
Miller’s April 1 departure for the
University of Arizona, Xavier basketball fans were ablaze with fears
of a mass exodus of talent from
the Xavier program.
Committed high school juniors
Jordan Latham and J.D. Weatherspoon withdrew their pledges to
attend the school, as did four-star
small forward Kevin Parrom, slated
to be on campus in preparation for
the 2009-10 campaign a mere two
months later.
Worse, amid a swell of perceived anti-Musketeer remarks
from Miller, the ex-coach was

rumored to be pulling Parrom and
future stars such as Naadir Tharpe
with him to the desert.
Now, nearly five months later
the dust has settled, blood pressures have dropped, and the Xavier
men’s basketball program has not
missed a beat.
Sure, Parrom—and for all
likelihood Tharpe in two years’
time—will be wearing Wildcat blue
and white instead of Musketeer
threads, but new Xavier head man
Chris Mack has adequately filled
the shoes of his predecessor.
Mack got his first recruiting
coup two months in, when a visit
to Latham’s Baltimore home, combined with continual cajoling from
tightly-connected Xavier assistant
coach Bino Ranson, resulted in
a re-commitment from the 6’8”
big man.

Latham’s confidence was soon
matched by the biggest name
on the fledgling Mack recruiting
resume, Darwin “Dee” Davis,
a 5’9” high school junior from
Indianapolis. Davis, the 14th best
point guard in the high school class
of 2011 according to Rivals.com,
solidifies the backcourt future at
Xavier as he runs the show for the
immensely talented Team Indiana
Amateur Athletic Union team in
the same fashion that Mack would
like his offense run.
Soon after Davis made headlines for the 2011 class, Mack’s
talent haul grew even larger with
two class of 2010 wings: Jay Canty
and Justin Martin.
Canty, a 6’5” senior from Jamestown, N.C., excels defensively with
adequate strength, and possesses an
effective transition offensive array,

predicated on using his athleticism
to get to the basket.
Whereas Canty does his damage
around the rim and on the defensive end, Martin, a 6’7” senior from
Indianapolis, is most prolific when
left open for a jump shot. The
former Louisville commitment has
a reputation for flashing salivating
scoring ability, yet annulling the offensive production with defensive
lapses, drawing comparisons to
2009 Xavier graduate B.J. Raymond
at a similar point in his career.
When combined with Martin’s
former high school teammate Jeff
Robinson (see page 9), Mack’s summer haul resembles a formidable
future starting five.
So we can back away from the
ledge, Xavier Nation. We will live
to see another day, and certainly
more Selection Sundays.

Photo courtesy of Cincinnati.com

Xavier men’s basketball coach
Chris Mack has already received a
commitment from five three-star
or better recruits in his first four
months on the job.
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Stories of the summer: what you missed
By Doug TIFFT

Sports Editor
If you miss a day, you miss a
lot, according to the Cincinnati
Enquirer.
However, on the relatively
slower-paced Xavier campus, the
news still occurs, just not as fast.
Meaning that for many Xavier fans
the summer months contained an
ample amount of information
that slipped past their purview.
Here are some of the big events
that you might have missed while
you were working on that tan the
past four months:
J-Craw goes Hollywood
It is not every day that you can
turn on ESPN and see analyst Skip
Bayless’ head almost explode…
or maybe it is. Either way, Bayless’
reaction to a July 6 incident involving Xavier sophomore guard
Jordan Crawford and NBA Most
Valuable Player LeBron James
epitomized the reaction from the
sports community.
Crawford, a 6’4” transfer from
Indiana University in his first year
of eligibility at Xavier, was invited to the LeBron James Skills
Academy in Akron, Ohio by dint
of his standout performances at
other venues, such as the Deron
Williams Skills Academy in Dallas.
At the James camp—run by James’
bankroller, Nike—Crawford was
pitted in a pick-up game against
James and other collegiate and
NBA stars. On a drive down the
lane, Crawford elevated over
James and threw down a crowdpleasing dunk.

Photo courtesy of ESPN.com

Sophomore guard Jordan Crawford made the rounds on the national
sports talk shows after he dunked on NBA MVP LeBron James.

Then things got interesting. According to the Detroit
Free Press, James ordered Nike
to confiscate tapes from independent cameramen, claiming
a little-known Nike no-filming
policy. The secretive actions of
a infamous figure such as James
propelled the story into national
headlines, making James a scapegoat, and Crawford an intriguing
topic of conversation.
The video eventually leaked,
thanks to TMZ.com, but not before Crawford had his moment in
the sun, making the rounds on all
of the national sports talk shows.

Ta’Shia goes for gold
While Crawford was dunking
over the Olympian James, Xavier
women’s basketball star Ta’Shia
Phillips was earning some hardware of her own.
Phillips, a 6’6” junior center,
was selected for the 12 member
American Team for the World
University Games, held July 1-11
in Belgrade, Serbia.
Phillips came off the bench in
the event, chipping in 4.9 points
and 4.1 rebounds per game to
help the Americans compile a 70 record on their way to a gold
medal.

Brown out; Robinson in
Following rampant speculation
about his future aspirations during the 2008-09 basketball season,
Xavier redshirt-junior Derrick
Brown declared himself eligible
for the 2009 NBA Draft on April
16. Brown went through the motions of an NBA hopeful, working out for multiple NBA teams
without signing a player representative agent—which would have
invalidated his remaining year of
collegiate eligibility.
During the workout schedule,
Brown held fast to his continued
statement that he would follow
through on his desire to play in
the NBA immediately if he were
to be given an assurance of a first
round selection—and subsequent
three-year guaranteed contract.
After getting satisfactory reviews
from a number of teams, Brown
decided to remain in the draft,
forgoing his final year in Norwood
and signing Calvin Andrews as his
representative.
The 6’8” Brown, who received
his Entrepreneurial Studies and
Marketing degrees on schedule in
May, was selected with the 40th
pick in the second round of the
draft by the Charlotte Bobcats.
Despite not being obligated, the
Bobcats offered Brown a guaranteed contract for two years, making him the third Xavier alum currently on an NBA roster.
Brown’s departure left a hole at
power forward position for head
coach Chris Mack and the 200910 Musketeers. Mack quickly filled

the vacancy, however, with 6’9”
Jeff Robinson. Robinson, a talented, yet often unmotivated post
player, played his high school ball
at Indianapolis’ Lawrence North
High School, a school that produced NBA draftees Greg Oden
and Mike Conley. Robinson been
committed to attend Purdue
University before a numbers
crunch in the Boilermakers’ scholarship availability left Robinson
on the outside looking in.
Mack pounced on the opportunity to add Robinson—who
is noted for his athleticism and
transition offensive skills—as a
back-up to junior Jamel McLean,
and Robinson was hastily enrolled
in summer classes and put on a
strength training program with
new Xavier trainer Matt Jennings.
From XU to MLB
Despite Xavier’s deceptively
glorious baseball alumni list—
featuring Hall of Famers Jim
Bunning and Frank Robinson—
the school has never experienced
a procession of professional baseball alumni comparable to the current byproduct of consistent A-10
Championship contending teams.
Three Xavier baseball members—Danny Rosenbaum, Billy
O’Connor and Jordan Conley—
were signed to contracts by Major
League teams in the aftermath of
the Musketeers’ first trip to the
College World Series. The trio
joins three other alumni—Michael
Lucas, Charlie Leesman and Dan
Hayden—who were given similar
riches after the 2008 campaign.

Three Muskie seniors look to lead volleyball
By Scott MUeller
Asst. Sports Editor

The Xavier University volleyball team will open the 2009 season
on Friday, Aug. 28 against Murray
State in the Middle Tennessee
Invitational.
The
Middle
Tennessee
Invitational is one of four tournaments that the Musketeers will
be participating in this season,
including the Xavier Invitational,
which they will be hosting Sept. 46. In addition they will be participating in the NC State Classic and
the Ohio State Sports Imports
Classic.
Xavier will be led this year by a
group of three seniors, including
Lauren Kaminsky, Hillary Otte
and Kelly Ruth. Ruth started every match for the Musketeers last
season, and led the team in kills
with 366.
“Ruth is a real team leader,”
said head coach Floyd Deaton.
“Kelly is one of those girls that if
you’re not playing hard, she’ll tell
you to get off the floor.”
Ruth also led the team in digs,
and was voted to the A-10 Second
Team last season.
Kaminsky, an outside hitter,
was third on the team in kills with
263. Kaminsky has been very
versatile for the Muskies the past
couple of years. “We’ve asked her
to play middle, libero, left side,
and I think she’s done everything
but set,” said Deaton. “She passes,

she plays defense and she hits all
the sets that we have.”
Otte played in every single set
for the Musketeers last year and led
the team in blocks. Furthermore,
she finished second on the team
in kills and for the second year in
a row was named to the A-10 second team.
“She’s our right side and probably has the heaviest arm on the
team,” said Deaton. “She can hit a
ball and when it’s hit, if you dig it,
it’s going to hurt.”
The first chance the seniors
will have to get back on the floor
at Cintas Center will be for the
Xavier Invitational, featuring
Michigan, Tennessee and Notre
Dame, in addition to Xavier.
The tournament will be a
chance for the Musketeers to see
how they stack up against quality competition early, as all three
guest teams made the NCAA
tournament last season.
Michigan and Notre Dame advanced to the Sweet 16. Xavier will
be trying to get back to the tournament after missing it last year.
The Xavier Invitational promises
to be one of the toughest tournaments in the country.
Xavier will open the A-10 season Sept. 25 at Dayton. The first
home A-10 match will be against
La Salle on Oct. 2.
In addition to the seniors,
Xavier will look for some big
contributions from junior Claire
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Seniors Kelly Ruth (left) and Hillary Otte (right) are two of three seniors looking to lead Xavier back to the NCAA
tournament. Last season Ruth led the team in kills, while Otte led the team in blocks.

Paszkiewicz. Last year Paszkiewicz
was third on the team in digs.
Despite losing two seniors, the
Musketeers retain a strong core
group of players from last season,
and look to improve upon their
16-15 overall record, and 8-5 in
the A-10.
Xavier will also welcome
freshmen Stephanie Vorherr,
Alex Smith, Kaela Jo Freppon,
Elizabeth Lucich and Kaleigh
Rougraff.

The Musketeers have been
picked to finish third in the Atlantic
10 by the A-10 head coaches, behind Saint Louis and Dayton. Last
season the Billikens became the
first team to go undefeated in the
A-10 since 1997.
Saint Louis will be the Muskies
biggest challenge in conference
play. The Billikens finished the
season ranked No. 21 and appeared in the NCAA tournament.
Furthermore, the Musketeers lost

all three matches against SLU last
year and will be out looking for
redemption. Xavier will host SLU
on Oct. 16 and visit them Nov. 8.
The Flyers, picked to finish
second, went 11-2 in conference
play last season and will also present a challenge for the Muskies.
Xavier dropped two matches to
the Flyers last season.
This season’s A-10 tournament
will be hosted by Dayton starting
Nov. 20.
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Enjoy the Arts pass ticket to Cincy culture
$ 40 pass gets
students into
concerts, plays
and more
BY Maggie cardosi
Copy Editor

Free basketball tickets, free
movies on the weekend, free late
night snacks; what more could the
average college student ask for?
Well, what if I told you that you
could get free or discounted tickets to plays, concerts, operas and
museums in the Cincinnati area
for less than $40 a year? You’re in
luck, because that’s exactly what
the Enjoy the Arts pass can give
you.
The Enjoy the Arts pass provides people of all ages with access to the most exciting and innovative art and cultural events in
Cincinnati. There are two levels
of membership and both are of-
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The Cincinnati Symphony, one of many venues the ETA pass gives you
access to.

fered at discounted prices to fulltime students. The ORANGE
level is intended to be “an introduction to the arts,” according to
the Enjoy the Arts website. With
this membership you get two free
tickets to over 25 different venues,

as well as 50 percent off tickets
as often as you’d like. The NOIR
level is a more experiential opportunity and provides members with
such benefits as discounted tickets, member-for-a-day access and
seating upgrades.

Regardless of what level of
membership you choose, your
Enjoy the Arts pass gives you
access to nearly every art venue and event in the Cincinnati
area, including Broadway Across
America, Cincinnati Playhouse in
the Park, the Cincinnati Symphony
and the Cincinnati Ballet, to name
a few. In addition, Enjoy the Arts
members can receive discounted
movie tickets when ordering online by entering a promotional
code printed on the ETA pass.
Senior Kevin Keller received an
Enjoy the Arts pass as a Christmas
gift from a family friend. “I used
my pass to take a group of my
friends to the Cincinnati Ballet
on Valentine’s Day. Tickets that
would have otherwise cost us $35
a piece, we paid absolutely nothing for.”
In addition, Enjoy the Arts
members receive weekly e-mails
called “Hip Tips.” These “Hip
Tips” provide members with
updates on what art and cul-

tural events are taking place in
Cincinnati, as well as how they
can take advantages of those
events with their Enjoy the Arts
membership. “The Hip Tips are
great,” said Keller. “They really
help keep me aware of the diverse
environment that Cincinnati has
to offer.”
The Enjoy the Arts pass also
allows members to support the
arts here at Xavier. For example,
in the past the Xavier University
Concert Choir has performed with
the Cincinnati Ballet, and plans to
do so again this year with Mozart’s
Requiem in March. Instead of
paying the full price of a regular
ballet ticket, students with the
ETA pass have the oportunity to
watch the performance for free
in any available seat, orchestra or
balcony.
For more information, or to
sign up for an Enjoy the Arts pass,
call Enjoy the Arts at 513-6214700 or visit the ETA website at
www.enjoythearts.org.

anticipated and stirring up quite
a discussion is author Mitch
Albom’s first work of non-fiction
since his well-known “Tuesday’s
with Morrie,” entitled “Have a
Little Faith.”
The book is set for release on
Tuesday, September 29 and will
undoubtedly call for excitement
as many eager readers line up for
their copy of this moving story.
“Have a Little Faith” gives the account of Albom’s real-life experience in his effort to understand
two elderly religious men of very
different backgrounds.
Albom befriends both an
African-American preacher and a
white rabbi and is given the opportunity to witness their struggle for survival in their old-age
and their journey towards death.

“Have a Little Faith” focuses on
the way in which faith and religion
can be powerful tools in helping
a person to endure difficult times
and find purpose in life.
This book is sure to be touching and uplifting for America’s
readers during our country’s current slump, and additionaly, ten
percent of profits from this book
will be donated to The Hole in the
Roof Foundation, which helps to
reconstruct religious buildings for
the homeless.
Well, there you have it. Here
are some of this fall’s most eagerly-awaited books, which will
be hitting the shelves within the
next several months. Make sure
you find time to relax this semester and unwind with one of these
highly anticipated books.

Books you will want to check out this fall
BY Rachel gabbard
Staff Writer

With a new school year ahead
of us, many students can barely
find the time to pick up the books
and do all of the reading for class,
let alone read for leisure, but the
Newswire has stumbled across some
pretty hot finds set for release
this fall. Trust us, these books are
worth momentarily setting aside
your copy of “Plato’s Republic,”
as much as we know you hate to
be torn away from it. Here are
this fall’s most promising books
that you won’t regret neglecting
your homework to read.
First on the list and arguably
the most anticipated novel coming this fall, Dan Brown’s “The
Lost Symbol,” is set to hit stores
on Tuesday, Sept. 15. “The Lost
Symbol” is the follow-up to
Brown’s 2003 renowned novel,
“The Da Vinci Code” which
has sold over eighty million copies since its release. His newest
book features, the extraordinary
leading character and professor
of religious symbology, Robert
Langdon.
However, unlike the “The Da
Vinci Code,” the storyline takes
place over a period of twelve
hours, during which readers will
follow the professor through
an unanticipated setting as he
makes his discoveries. “The Lost
Symbol” is a must-read from an
author who has made quite an impressive mark in the literary world.
And for those who have yet to
read “The Da Vinci Code” — the
novel was made into a hit film in
2006 — making it easy to catch up
on the storyline in plenty of time
for the big release in September.
Next in line is a novel perfect
for the many lovers of sappy, tearjerking romance books. Nicholas
Sparks’ new novel, “The Last
Song,” will hit the shelves Tuesday,
Sept. 8.
Similar to Sparks’ previous
works including classics such as
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Dan Brown, author of “The Da Vinci Code” and the up-in-coming book “The
Lost Symbol.”

“The Notebook,” the author’s up
and coming novel is ready to leave
an impression. “The Last Song”
centers on young Veronica Miller,
whose life takes an unexpected
turn when she moves from New
York City to live with her father,
a former concert pianist, in North
Carolina. Veronica must learn to
overcome past resentment lingering from her parents’ divorce
years prior. “The Last Song” is
about many kinds of love, including first love as well as love in the
relationship between a parent and
a child. This novel is sure to stir
up profound emotion and sentiment. And if that is something
you cherish in a book, “The Last
Song” should not be passed up
this September.
The next book you won’t
want to miss is what some may
call a hodge-podge of outlandish thoughts and ideas from none
other than pop-culture icon Chuck
Klosterman. Author of several
zany books including the pop-

culture commentary, “Sex, Drugs,
and Cocoa Puffs,” Klosterman has
focused his newest book, “Eating
the Dinosaur” on topics ranging
from Garth Brooks to time travel.
“Eating the Dinosaur” will
be available in bookstores on
Tuesday, Oct. 20 and has already
provoked much discussion concerning which wacky subjects
may or may not be included in the
book.
While an actual theme may be
either difficult to make out, (or
missing altogether,) there is no
doubt that “Eating the Dinosaur”
is a must-read for those who
would enjoy a creative commentary on the oddities of pop-culture. Characteristic of much of
Klosterman’s work, readers tend to
either love it or hate it. Whichever
boat you may fall into, “Eating
the Dinosaur” will certainly raise
good conversation as well as a
few eyebrows, and it seems to be
worth the read.
A final book which is highly

Cheers for the beards

BY Katherine monasterio
Op-Ed Editor
If you’re one of the two (okay,
maybe 1,195) people who haven’t
heard, seniors Reid Faylor and
Andrew Short are seriously funny.
In fact, they are so hilarious that
on June 13, their short comedy
film won the national Rooftop
Comedy College Competition
award for funniest video. This was
out of over 200 submissions from
around the country and after several rounds of nationwide voting.
No kidding.
Their film, “Danny and the
Page” (starring Faylor and junior Matt Ackels, filmed by senior Reggie Ford and produced
by ’09 grad Connor Lynch), features a hose-clad 16th century
page (Faylor) who hangs out with
normal-guy Danny (Ackles) for
a day. It’s all sunshine and roses
until, over fateful bowls of Easy
Mac, the page reveals his true
intentions.
“It was pretty fine getting
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“Danny and the Page” from “Beards
of Industry.”

flown out to Aspen for the competition.” Faylor said. “And winning was also rather fine. We only
won by 10 votes, so we really owe
the Xavier community a good deal
of gratitude. Yes.”
Faylor and Short—or Beards
of Industry, as their comedy
group is called—have also written 16 skits that appeared last
year on The Muskie. You can
see all of these videos, plus even
more hilarity, at www.youtube.
com/user/beardsofindustry.
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An American idol (without
the limited vocal range)
BY Catherine Stahl
Arts & Entertainment Editor

Xavier University graduate
Margaret Russo has been named
the winner of the Cincinnati
Opera’s first ever Opera Idol
competition.
“Margaret’s voice is one in a
thousand,” said Xavier music chair
Tom Merrill. “She walked into the
Xavier music department and our
jaws hit the floor when we heard
her sing. We are proud to claim
her as a Xavier alumna.”
Russo was announced the winner from the stage of Music Hall,
Wednesday, July 22, directly preceding a performance of George
Bizet’s “Carmen,” the company’s last production of its 2009
Summer Festival. Following the
announcement, Russo surprised
the sold-out audience by singing
“Quando me’n vo” (also known as
“Musseta’s Waltz”) from Giacomo
Puccini’s “La Bohème” accompanied by the Cincinnati Symphony
Orchestra under conductor Henri
Venanzi.
At Xavier, Russo double-majored in English and Music, was a
member of Xavier’s Concert Choir
and Vocal Chamber Ensemble
(now called EVE), and took private voice lessons from instructor
Harriet Beebe.
Beebe said Russo is one of the
most talented students she has
ever worked with, adding, Russo

Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor

Middle Fare
Restaraunts

Sometimes the best meals
come from clever finds. These are
the places that are nearly as good
as their higher priced counterparts
for as low as half the price.
Bella Luna
(4632 Eastern Ave.) A staple
at every Taste of Cincinnati, Bella
Luna just might be my go-to restaurant, offering cheap but exquisite Italian cuisine. Their pasta
dishes and desserts are probably
the worthiest of note, yet I’d dare
say that everything on the menu is
worth trying.
Arnold’s Bar & Grill
(210 E 8th St.) The sheer size
of the menu in comparison to the
price of each entrée is astound-
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Live Wires

(week of August 25)

Chicago with Earth,
Wind, and Fire

The show will commence
at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug.
26 inside the Riverbend Music
Center (6295 Kellogg Ave.)
Tickets are scarce, but the
cheapest left can be had for
$32. Come boogie down to
some classic rock funk.

The Moody Blues

It’s going down at 8 p.m. on
Saturday., Aug. 29 at the PNC
Pavilion (6295 Kellogg Ave).
Tickets range from $40-80 so
be to save up for this one.
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Xavier alumna, Margaret Russo, peformed in front of a sold-out audience in Music Hall.

“has all the pieces of the puzzle.”
Beebe said Russo can not only
sing well but also has great stage
presence, is a great actress, and is
very smart.
Russo, 25, works as a copywriter at Bridge Worldwide, a local
interactive marketing agency. She
heard about the Opera Idol competition and decided to audition
at the last minute despite the fact
she hadn’t sung much in the last 3
years, said Beebe.
Beebe said, “it almost made
me go crazy,” in reference to the
phone call from Russo saying she
was auditioning, because Beebe
knew Russo wasn’t consistently
practicing voice. Beebe, however, worked with Margaret briefly
on her audition song and is now

working with her on a regular
basis.
Beebe said, “I hope winning
this competition has inspired her
enough to keep her performing.”
As the winner of Opera Idol,
Russo receives a $3,500 contract
with the Cincinnati Opera.
“It’s difficult to sum up the variety of emotions I feel about being voted Cincinnati Opera Idol,”
Russo said. “I’m excited, amazed,
a little overwhelmed and, most of
all, extremely grateful.
“I’m grateful to my friends
and family for supporting me, to
voters for choosing me, and to
Cincinnati Opera for organizing
an event that both showcased local
talent and inspired the Cincinnati
community.”

Christine Reed, events manager for Cincinnati Opera, said the
Opera had been wanting to do
this competition for a long time
now “to make [Opera] more accessable to people.” Reed said the
Opera wanted to take something
in pop culture and apply it to a
more classical style of music.
Winning Opera Idol re-enforces a lifelong love of singing for
Russo, whose talent was discovered early in life by mistake when
she was scolded at age 6 for mimicking her teachers vibratto during
class and was given detention.
Instead of being punished,
Russo’s teacher taught her to sing
a scale and recommended she use
her talent in voice lessons instead
of mocking her teachers.

When you are sick of the caf...
BY Des Dale

August 26, 2009

ing, especially when you consider
how each dish is tediously prepared, and that the drink selection is up to snuff as well. While
you’re deciding what to order and
what drink, you might just take for
granted that you’re sitting in the
oldest bar in Cincinnati.
Cactus Pear
(3215 Jefferson Ave.) One
of the best Mexican restaurants
around, Cactus Pear not only offers great spicy food, but dares
you to pair it with one of its potent mixed drinks. I especially
admire the combination of traditional Mexican dishes with some
very imaginative pairing.

Upscale Restaraunts

These are restaurants that will
earn you bonus points for attempting to pay for, especially if

Boca, an excellent Italian resturaunt in Cincinnati.
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Zebras in Public

The concert will start at 9
p.m. on Friday., Aug. 28 at Art
Damage Lodge (4120 Hamilton
Ave). Tickets are $5.

New Releases
(as of August 25)

Imogen Heap
Ellipse
(RCA)

Arctic Monkeys
Humbug
(Domino)

David Guetta

BRIEFS

Open Auditions for
Scola Cantorum

From 7 p.m. until 9 p.m.,
on Wednesday, Aug. 26, auditions will be held for the Scola
Cantorum, Xavier’s 8-voice
ensemble, in Bellarmine Chapel.
Contact buzza@xavier.edu for
more information.

Open Auditions for
“Urinetown”

Bella Luna offers reasonably priced Italian cuisine.

you’re unlucky enough to have to
cover more than yourself. These
are some of the places that will
make you feel as if you got your
money’s worth.; until you discover
the seemingly misplaced decimal
on the check.
Boca
(3200 Madison Rd) Employs
Italian cuisine combined with
French cooking techniques and a
suave demeanor. Be prepared to
be wooed by not only the dishes
themselves, but by their entire
presentation, which is only enhanced by the perfectly fitting
cutting- edge atmosphere. Boca is
the kind of place you go to eat the
meal of kings, or in celebration of
some momentous occasion.
Primavista
(Matson Pl #1)Essentually
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a slightly less robust version of
Boca combined with the best view
in the city. Primavista is a consistent recipient of Cincinnati’s
“Best Italian Restaurant” award,
although it’s slightly too fancy
for my taste. The food definitely
tastes incredible, but sometimes I
think they spend too much time
ensuring that each dish looks like a
masterpiece. However, if you plan
on going on a date and are looking
for a romantic spot, Primavista is
one of the best spots in the city.
DaVeed’s at 934
(934 Hatch St.) Aptly described as New American cuisine,
DaVeed’s best asset is its innovation. Part of the fun of going to
DaVeed’s is being able to try a
concoction that even Willy Wonka
could not dream up.

From 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. or
from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 29 open auditions will be
held in Edgecliff Recital Hall for
the Xavier Music Department’s
production of “Urinetown.”
Auditionees should bring 16 bars
of a song from a musical to sing
and be prepared to tell a joke or
funny story.

Dale K, the Hilarious
Hypnotist

From 9 pm until 11 pm on
Friday, Aug. 28, Dale K. will be
messing with peoples’ heads at the
Gallagher Student Center Theater.
The event is brought to you by the
GSC.

Splashin’ at the
Beach

From 1 p.m. until 6 p.m. on
Saturday, Aug. 29, students will
meet up at the Beach Water Park
to partake in all sorts of aqua fun.
If you want to have some end
of the summer fun, the Student
Activities Council is giving you
a chance to forget about your
classes.
Catherine Stahl, Editor
newswire-diversions@xavier.edu
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For two weeks during June
2009, Rachel Gabbard, a junior
public relations major, immersed
herself in an experience quite
different from the usual “study
abroad” trip. Travelling with the
Xavier club Nursing Students
without Borders, Gabbard was
able to record her journey to
Tanzania in both words and photos. What follows is a glimpse
into the life of a club, a community and the efforts of caring
individuals from the Cincinnati
area.

By Rachel Gabbard
Staff Writer

AMY WINDHORST
Features Editor

NURSING STUDENTS
WITHOUT BORDERS
When Xavier’s newly established club, Nursing Students
without Borders, was approved
in November 2008, the handful of daring students involved
decided to take on a mission—a
mission that initially seemed
overambitious.
For their first endeavor, the
club wanted to one-up the ordinary service trip, so they met
Village Life Outreach, a non-profit organization working with three
remote and poverty-stricken villages of sub-Saharan Tanzania.
Seven enthusiastic third-year
nursing students were eager to
jump aboard for the June 13-28
2009 brigade, and they were introduced to the organization’s work by
one of the club’s advisors, Xavier
nursing professor, Sarah Lamkin.
The June trip would be the ninth
outing arranged by Village Life
Outreach, and Nursing Students
without Borders was already in
line.
In spite of the threat of tropical disease, harsh living conditions,
physical and mental distress and
lingering civil unrest from a recent
presidential election in Tanzania’s
neighbor Kenya, the new club decided to take the two-week journey to Africa with hopes of promoting life, health and education.
“Picking the trip to Africa was
a huge task for us to take on,” said
Angela Fraiz, president of Nursing
Students without Borders. “Here
we are, a new club, and we’re taking students halfway around the
world. But we knew that you have
to start somewhere, and even with
all the risks involved the Village
Life trip just felt right.”

Xavier Newswire
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WITHOUT BORDERS
VILLAGE LIFE
OUTREACH

Nursing Students without
Borders worked with Village Life
Outreach Project, founded by UC
College of Medicine graduate Dr.
Christopher Lewis. Since 2004,
the group has been promoting life, health and education in
the Tarime district of Tanzania.
When working with the three
Tanzanian
villages—Roche,

deadly diseases (particularly HIV,
tuberculosis and malaria) that
plague citizens in the region and
across Africa. Most

TANZANIA

At 7 a.m., the nursing students
would wake in a cover of mosquito nets. After eating a quick
breakfast at a local
motel, the group
would divide into
three
separate
vans. Each team
would be accompanied
by

“THE PROBLEMS IN
AFRICA ARE THE
PROBLEMS OF THE
UNITED STATES.”

- DR. CHRIS LEWIS

FOUNDER OF VILLAGE LIFE
OUTREACH PROJECT

Newswire photo by Rachel Gabbard

Aggie, a child from the Tanzanian village of Burere, poses for a photo.

Nyambogo and Burere—it became evident that more than just
medical care was needed. Some
of the villages lacked clean water
sources, sewage systems and any
form of healthcare or preventative instruction for the variety of
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Angela Fraiz, president of Nursing Students without Borders, takes a sample
of contaminated water in a Tanzanian village.

significantly, villagers lack quality
education due to a need for staff
and supplies.
“The problems in Africa are the
problems of the United States,”
said Lewis, who is both founder
and president of the organization.
“Poverty, death and disease don’t
care about geographical lines.”
In terms of making his vision
a reality, Lewis was determined to
do more than just pass out food
or medication.
“We have a big focus on partnerships with the communities we
serve,” he said. “We don’t want
to provide hand-outs. We want to
empower the villagers by giving
them a hand-up.”
During annual brigades in June
and October, volunteers work to
educate Tanzanians while establishing sustainable solutions and
beneficial social structures. This
year, the members of Nursing
Students without Borders were
among the 20 individuals serving
the community.

seem like much when tackling
some of the most serious problems in the world, the work done
by Nursing Students without
Borders is just one link in a chain
towards villager independence. By
fostering relationships and stability among the villages, those two
weeks will come to fruition over
the next years.

A GROWING
PARTNERSHIP
For some of the students, the
experience of witnessing the daily
struggles of life outside the luxury
of the United States would have
a far greater impact on their own
personal lives.
“I loved seeing the spirit of the
African people. Their smiles were
some of the most genuine I have
ever seen,” said Jaclyn Piechocki,
a third-year nursing student. “The
experiences that I encountered,
the people whom I met, and the
sights that I saw will shape the way
I think of things for the rest of
my life.”
After their life-altering experience in Africa, many of the students are already dreaming of
their next trip with the Village Life
Outreach Project and their chance
to build upon a growing partner-

translators.
The
roads
were
unpaved, and
the
hourlong drive to
any one of
the three villages
could be uncomfortable and tedious.
On a typical day,
two vans would go to
one village, and the third
would serve another. From there,
students and volunteers were broken down into smaller groups in
order to complete specific tasks.
Some tasks were physical, including the construction
of latrines and the creation of a water purification system and a brickmaking workshop. Other
tasks relied more on observation and note-taking, such as participation
in community meetings,
interviewing sponsored
children and working in
a school.
One project saw nursing students measuring Tanzanian students’
weight in order to track
the progress of a feeding program initiated at
a school. Another had
Xavier volunteers teaching children a play that
educated them about the
Newswire photo by Rachel Gabbard
proper use of mosquito Nursing student Katie Anderson measures a
nets and how to prevent Tanzanina child to track the progress of a local
feeding program.
malaria.
“Not only do students
come to work and learn, but they ship with friends on the other side
also teach—each other, villagers of the globe.
Fraiz has stated that the club
and even our leadership,” Lewis
said. “Having the student per- is thrilled with the outcome of
spective as an integral part of our the trip and is eager to send more
work and planning is critical to the students to Africa as well as to
tackle some local projects in the
success of our efforts.”
Though two weeks may not Cincinnati area.
If you would like to be a part of the battle against extreme poverty in Tanzania along with the Xavier’s Nursing Students without
Borders, visit www.villagelifeoutreach.org to learn more about
where you can fit in.

